Tackling the marine
litter issue

A word lgader ininhovative ghd ndironme healliy res pons ible
techholo gies for induseny, Cortec® mahufictu res 0ver 450 products
distributed World wide with flve plants in the US, one in Exrope, ahd
sales channel pareners in over 7o countries. Kristy Gillette, Product
Developime ne Moahage rat Cortes, highlights ohe of their lagest
product innovations: FooOceah, & he w deqiardobie bioplastic that

dddresses the issug ofarine litter

Cortecwas founded by Boris Miksiz, a
Croatian immigrant who built the
busiress from scmtch into a leading
bioplastics producer with ower a 100
million USD in revenues. Gillette savs
their main busiress today is the
development  and  manufacture  of
corrosion inhibiting material, mostl for

industrial packaging applications. One

of  their most mecent product
innovations, EcoQoean, is  slighthr
diffiere it boweeer,

EcoCioean™ is a rew bioplastic which is
said to offer a unique combination of
ervironmental  and  performance
benefits. Ore of those environmental
benefits  being  that it

bindegradable, a such addressing the

i marine

marine  litver issue. Marine  litter
curpently poses a dire, vast and growing
threat to the marire and coastal

enviranment. Most marine liter consists

of material that deg rmdes slowly, it at all,

s0 acontinuous input of large quantities
of thess items results inagmdual build-
up in the marine and coastal
emvironment. This regative trend has
been confirmed b a number of sty dies
invarious regions, clearly indicating that
thesituationwith regard tomarine liter
iz continuously getting worse, Gilletts
savs that whike Cortec doesn't claim that
Ecolioeanis the arswertothis problem,
they certainly hope the launch of this
product can be a firststep insolving .

She explains that EcoCcean™ iz the
resu bt of not only nowe| bioplastics resin
technology, but alsoof productionand
processing breakthroughs attained afer
vears of dewvelopment work by Cortec’s
extrusion plants in Cambridge, MM and
Beli Manastir, Croatia. The  mew
EcoQDcean™ is available as films and
bags and after use, is idealls disposed of
incommenzial composting, orin oeog=sn

deprived anasrobic digesters, Howeer,

Boris Mk, CEQ of Cortec Carporation,
collec 6ng plasth grbage from Calapagos

beaches wich hig donal Geogrr phic's scheneise
OF Lynn Fdler

as is seen worldwide, plastics can still
end up in the waterwars—even in
communities with the harshest and
stricvest penalties for liter. EooCioean™
has an  advartage i rearly  all
intertional and unintentional disposal
methods. In emombed landfills, the
main berefit is the film's rerewable
content. | ncom posting, it allows rapid
a=mobic hiodegradation naturally and
safely, Thefilms rapidly breakdowninas
litthe & 15 davs in anasrobic digestion
(ALY systems or methare producing
landfills (4tE}. BcoQoean™ has besn
tested to numerous standards and
specifications. BooCosan ™ will this wear
become available instandard sizes and

forms inowsr 7o Countriss.
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