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Gulf News

QU, QATAR SHELL, IMPERIAL 
COLLEGE LONDON SIGN 
AGREEMENT ON PIPELINE 
CORROSION RESEARCH
QATAR UNIVERSITY (QU), Qatar Shell Research and 
Technology Centre (QSRTC), and Imperial College London 
recently signed a research and development agreement on 
corrosion prevention in wet sour gas pipelines, according to 
a press release from QU.

The signing ceremony took place at Qatar University and 
included QU Vice President for Research Dr Hassan Al-
Derham, QSRTC General Manager Youssif Saleh, and 
Imperial College London professor of materials science and 
technology Mary Ryan.

The corrosion of pipelines transporting sour oil and gas 
streams is a specific technical challenge facing the oil and 
gas industry in Qatar. The research will use state-of-the-
art analytical techniques focusing on the mechanisms to 
prevent pipeline corrosion and extend the life and durability 
of pipelines.

The agreement recognized Qatar University’s role in 
developing a local capability to study the corrosion of 
pipelines via its Center for Advanced Materials (CAM) that 
boasts well-equipped laboratories and specialized exper-
tise, and provides valuable assistance to local oil, gas and 
processing industries.

Commenting on the signing, Dr Al-Derham said: “At Qa-
tar University, apart from providing education, we enhance 
social change and continuous economic development of the 
country and the world at large through research and partner-
ship with industrial operators.

“This agreement with Qatar Shell which is focused on 
understanding scaling and corrosion in sour gas pipelines, 
aligns with QU’s research priorities and is integral to Qa-
tar’s vision of becoming a knowledge-based society where 
research plays a vital role in resolving emerging issues, 
especially concerning the oil and gas industry, the country’s 
main source of revenue for development.”

Youssif Saleh said, “In line with the Qatar National Vi-
sion 2030, Qatar Shell is committed to identifying research 
collaborations that address real challenges impacting our 
business, that bring together coalitions involving key local 
research institutions, and which offer the opportunity for di-
rect applicability for the benefit of the State of Qatar. Shell 
is proud of the investments that we make in innovation and 
research, but we’re also delighted that we can support Qa-
tar’s ambition to develop research capacity in the country.”

Prof Ryan said: “We are excited about this new research 
program to develop fundamental understanding of complex 
multi-scale systems in order to address real world technical 
challenges. We look forward to working with QU and QS-
RTC to develop a new approach towards delivering robust, 

innovative solutions to pipeline integrity issues facing the 
oil and gas industry in Qatar.”

CORTEC® MIDDLE EAST 
GEARS UP TO SUPPORT 
DRILLING COMPANIES FOR 
RIG STACKING!
DRILLING COMPANIES are in a precarious position right 
now as they often rely upon antiquated rig stacking proce-
dures to minimize the impact of idle times.   During these 
down times, drilling operators attempt to minimize labor, 
equipment, and other costs without compromising their 
“rebound readiness.” Cortec® Middle East provides state-
of-the-art preservation products, processes, and services to 
meet the often-contradictory demands of rig stacking.

When rigs are stacked (i. e. idled), operators are careful to 
preserve them effectively to assure their rebound readiness 
–ability to be quickly mobilized for service with zero loss of 
capital. This must be done utilizing proven reliable products 
that are easy to apply without posing any health, safety, or 
environmental risks.  

Cortec® Corporation has organized its global resources 
to be on stand-by for its client’s needs. These products and 
services are available through rig stacking hubs in the UAE, 
Norway, Singapore, Indonesia, Thailand, Australia, Russia, 
Brazil, Canada, and several locations across the United 
States.  

Cortec® Middle East has boosted its stocking capability 
at its world-class facilities at Dubai World Central; giving it 
the agility to support prompt deliveries into the Middle East 
and Africa.  Experienced distributors are present throughout 
the region to provide in-market service and support.  Field 
Service Engineers have been certified and are available 
regionally to provide guidance, training, and supervision.  
“We recognize the need for quick and effective logisti-
cal and technical support.  We are committed to providing 
our clients with the needed expertise for their rig stacking 
needs.” said Usama Jacir, General Manager of Cortec® 
Middle East.


