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Boris Miksic, of North Oaks, has led efforis (o provide
relief to his native Croatia doring the 22-month war
in the Balkans. Pictures of Croatia’s new president.

Boris Miksic organizes to help homeland
survive the wars that plague the Balkans
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o3 and fresdom. Imagine
over the years watching your

succesefolly
clnim its right to a democratic

government.

Then imagine that fresdom

& vour peaple’s

land and lives become im-
maorsed in & destroctive civil
WA,
city of Zagreb, Croatia, 20
years ago, he sought freedom
from an oppressive Commu-
nist government in Yugosla-
vii. He now is president of
Cortec Corp., a high-tech
manufacturing company lo-
cated in White Bear Town-

ship, but strong ties to his
native land evoke o' passion-
ate response to the ongoing
war in the Balkans and
America’s robe in it

A Worth Oaks resident,
Miksic originally helped
or together the 35,000
native-Croata who live scross
the state anjnuuuuin vari-

Whmthtﬁghwhmh
out near Zagreb, the group’s
atbention turned Lo pro
humanitarian relief for their
Eh“ mﬂ.ﬁ-yﬂ Crear the last

mon Ereup onga-
nized collections of medical
supplies and money from resi-
dents in the Rochester area,
the Twin Cities and Iron
Range communitbes. Trock
loads of supplies were brought
to Miksic's White Bear Town-
ship business and were then
distribiuated to Tagreb, the cap-

Tu on hiz office wall are graphic
m-unﬂn n?tu'mﬂ continwed involvement in his
homeland, (Photo by Laura Petersen)

ital of Croatia.

Croatia’s needs for supplies
has diminished some what,
but Miksic said financial do-
nations still are being col-
lected.

Miksic m.nr:tmﬂy wWas
named an Honorary Consul

and received a degree in engi-
neering. As a student he ook
part inm 1971 p’!.l.l-rﬂdﬁ
movement to liberalize Croa-
tia. When the effort was
crushed by the military, the
city becams bleak and back-
wards, Miksie gaid.

- “All these hopes young peo-
ple have, they got prety de-
stroyed,” he sasd, “We were
then faced with really mo light

ak the end of the tunnel.
Ew

erything was gray.”

*1 couldnt see mysell living
there. That's why I left.™

Sa Miksic and his former
wilfe came to America with
£25 in their pockets to begin a
“Ell!t-ﬁl:g ally of

casually on ome

the leather couches in his
will-appointed office, Miksic
describes how he got to where
he s now. Graying hair
crowns o kind, open Tace Uhiat
shows his readiness to smile.

ea reveal an intensity
and rmimation.

When he first arrived in
Minnesots, Miksic got a job as
an engineer in a Twin Cities
firm. Soon after, he wanted to
start out on his own, Im 1977,
he took & second morigage out
on his kome and began Cortec
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