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LADO,

NATIONAL FOLKDANCE ENSEMBLE OF CROATIA performed to thunderous applause when thay visited

the Sixth World Symposium on Choral Music, featured in the Twin Cities area of Minnesota in August.

Lado Show ‘Greatest Cultural Event’ To Come
To Minnesota In A Decade, Listeners Avow

5. 5T. PAUL, MN - Lado, a trea-
sure of Croatia came to the Twin
Cities in August. Lado's presence
was the greatest Croatian cultural
avant in a dacade in Minnesaota

Founded in 1949, Mational Folk-
dance ensemble of Croatia, “Lade”
is a professional ensemble perform-
ing Croatian folk song and dance
and has delighted audiences and
critics throughout the world.

The name Lado is an archaic
Slavic word, frequently used as a
refrain in old ritual- songs of Nerth-
west Croatia and a synanym for the
expressions, good, lovable and
dear. The choice of this name indi-
cates the vast attention Lado pays
to its vocal expression and symbaol-
izes the ensemble's dedication to
the authenticity of the folk art
through song, dance and native
Coslume.

The recipient of numerous do-
mestic and international awards,
Lado combines the creative forces
of Croatia's most prominent cho-

.reocgraphers, ethnomusicologists
and gomposaers to reflect a clear
and refreshing picture of the nation
and its culture

+Lado’'s appearance was the re-
sult of the Sixth World Symposium
on Choral Music. A highlight of the
Symposium on Choral Music were
the daily choral concerts featuring

22 of the world's finest choirs, per-
forming music indigenous to their
regions of the world. Choirs per-
formed in over 60 public perfor-
mances as part of the International
Chofal Festival. Community con-
certs held at venues throughout the
Twin Cities of Minneapolis and 5t.
Paul ware free

The choirs were chosen to parti-
cipate based on the diversity of
their talent, sound, repertoire and
stylistic performance. Together, the
variety of classical, ethnic and folk
traditions built a world perspective
of the choral experience.

From media publicity, Lado was
considerad a premier choir. At edeh
of the five Lado presentations, the
audiences were enthralled and
overwhelmed.

At the Harriet Island Program in
5t. Paul, an open-aired stage, a
person commentad that the choir
did not need any microphones
Their voices filled the entire park.
At the South 5t. Paul High School,
Lado presented a special program
for the Croatian community Instead
of the choral program, Lado gave a
folk dance performance. The au-
dience was in awe again and gave
the group many standing ovations.
During the encores, Lado parform-
ars filled the whole width of the
stage. It was a spectacular pano-
rama of red and white colored cos-

tumes. We all had an experience of
a lifetime. There were many acco-
lades,

During an interlude, Consulate
General Boris Miksic said that
"Lado is a pure example of Croatian
culture” and proclaimed the audi-
ence “Croatians far a day.” It was
truly a day that Croatians wers
proud to be Croatian

Comments made by various peo-
ple called the performance unbe-
lievable. Comments such as “fan-
tastic,” “magical evening” and I
would go 500 miles to see Lade
again.” The Croatians” applause
wasg deafening and a tribute to the
-Lado dancers,

At the second evening's perfor-
mance by the Lado choir at the
Woodbury Luthe Church, the
audience response w fantastic,
Once again, an audience
1,000 people gave the perfor
standing ovations

The Croatian community made
sare that the Lado group not only
performed but also had the oppor-
tunity to do some sightsesing,
cruise on the 3t Croix and shop at
the Mall of America. It was a won-
derful exchange of culture,

For additional information op—
Lada, contact lvana Lusic, Gemdral

Manager at Lado jusic@zg Rinet.hr
or visit the website: Jdado. hr.
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