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Cortec making push into biodegradable film

By Joseph Pryweller

Crcann = Cortec Corpe. s plan-
ning o 55 million expansien of its
lslowm lilm plant as it tries (o be
major payver in blo-
degradabtde fikms.

come q

The company primarily is
kniown &8 a maker ol vapor-phase
corrofion inhibitors that can b
usedd with stretch film and other
products. During an  interview
Mowv. 4 at Pack Expo Internatbondsl
2002 in Chicage, booth workers
sported ) Love Husl butbons

The move inte blodegradable
Hims was a side bomwas that has
turned into & fulHime opporiuni-
ty, said Boh Bovle, Cortec techni.
cal ®ales representalive Thie
White Bear., Minn., company
started film making four vears
Ao when it bought Spring Lake
Fackaging of Cambridge Minn.

That led to the discovery that
e copoliyeater de-
gradle quickly in compaost

“We used the Him at flrst with
our |eorrosion inhibitors |, Boyle
said. “But when we ook e in-
hilsitors oul, we found Ehat it seill
wiplld degrade in & compost Wi
Enew we Bad sofpething more.”

The company continued pllog
testing ol whal i would call Eia
Film, mixing it with natural ingre-
dients such as polylactic acid
starch and othes hlends. The lirm
has received patens and Food and
Dirug Admdnéstration approval

Cortes will add S0ARF Squeare
fet ta the 65, MIG-square-lool fa-
cllity by spring, said founder
Boris Miksic. A 2-ayer coegir-
sion film line and a fl-dool Bne Do
meake bubbde film will be added to
the [acility s ompe coextrusion line

The tacility will make film with
and withoul Cortec’s corrasion-
redistant additive. The expansion
will boost plant capacity 1o aboul
50 million pounds anmeally for FE
blown lilm, a lvefold increase.
Miksic sabd he would like to in-

lilm could

Bt Bayle, ki snd Boris Miksic display & roll of thadr firms film,

crease sales (rom about 230 mil
liom in SNE to S100 million in
three to five years. The firm is
|i|||i|l'||.\l_ T Seve ral oonaumer-parod-
el inakers about the [ilm, he
said, and both General Motors
Lorp. and Ford Motor Co, may be
imtereated, he said.

Cortec ks consbdering various
applications o s Mlm, Inclsding
limers for dry processed bosod and
cercals, amnd dry=cleaning bags
The il can e maedibied loF clas-
thcity and thickness and even can
replace wax and PE coatings on
papser posds, e aaid
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