
CASE HISTORY SPOTLIGHT

In 2002, the City of San Francisco, California, and the 
entire Bay Area were looking for more efficient and 
cost-effective methods of waste collection as state and 
local mandates for organic waste disposal became 
stricter. Testing showed it was easier for haulers to col-
lect bagged organic waste, but the bags created a new 
disposal problem.

A joint effort between the waste company, Cortec®, 
and a regional packaging company enabled a series of 
real-world and hypothetical tests on Eco Film® to see 
how strong the bags were and how quickly they would 
compost. The bags were to be used for all the yard and 
food service waste in the Bay Area.

Eco Film® degraded as required and surpassed strength 
and usability criteria, proving itself to be an excellent 
method of organic waste collection that would not 
contaminate the compost.

To read the full case history, please visit: https://www.
corteccasehistories.com/?s2member_file_down-
load=access-s2member-level1/ch221.pdf. 

Case History #221: Compostable Bags for 
San Francisco Organic Waste Diversion

4119 White Bear Parkway, St. Paul MN 55110 USA
Phone (651)429-1100, Toll free (800) 4-CORTEC
Fax (651) 429-1122, Email: info@cortecvci.com
www.cortecvci.com

Printed on recycled paper/100% Post Consumer 
©2019, Cortec® Corporation. All Rights Reserved. Copying and/or manipulation of these materials in any form without the written authorization of Cortec® Corporation is 
strictly prohibited. ISO Accreditations apply to Cortec’s processes only.


