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PRESS RELEASE 

 

 
New USDA Certified Biobased and Biodegradable Temporary 

Rust Preventive for Outdoor Protection! 
Today, U.S. federal agencies and their contractors have to meet 

special biobased requirements when purchasing products from 

139 categories identified by the U.S. Department of Agriculture 

(USDA). One of these is corrosion preventatives, which must have 

53% minimum biobased content to be a qualified product under 

the mandatory federal purchasing initiative of the USDA 

BioPreferred® Program.* Cortec® Corporation, a leading 

corrosion inhibitor manufacturer committed to using sustainable 

materials where possible, meets this need in the form of EcoLine® 

3690, a USDA Certified Biobased Product that can be used to replace solvent- and mineral-oil based (RPs). 

 

EcoLine® 3690 is a ready to use canola-oil-based temporary coating 

designed for corrosion protection in severe marine and high humidity 

conditions. It contains 72% USDA certified biobased content and leaves 

behind an oily protective film that does not dry. It is an excellent solution 

EcoLine® 3690 (left) vs Solvent-Based Competitor 
Coating (right) – 64 Hours post ASTM B117 Salt 
Fog Testing. 
 



 

 

for contractors who manufacture parts or equipment for the federal government and need to prevent rust in 

interim periods of storage or shipment. It is also good for any manufacturer around the world who wants to 

go to the next level of sustainability while reducing VOCs and minimizing worker exposure to mineral-oil 

or solvent-based RPs. EcoLine® 3690 can be easily removed with an alkaline cleaner and can help users 

avoid hazardous waste disposal costs associated with traditional rust preventatives. 

 

One particular tubing manufacturer who adopted EcoLine® 

3690 for protection of newly manufactured tube ends was 

pleased with the corrosion protection results and safety 

benefits of EcoLine® 3690 for its employees. The temporary 

coating replaced a solvent-based rust preventative and 

impressed the manufacturer with its performance after a 

multi-month trial on tube bundles in outdoor storage. 

 

For best results, EcoLine® 3690 should be applied to clean metal surfaces by spray, roll, brush, or dip at a 

recommended WFT (wet film thickness) of 1.0-3.0 mils (25-75 μm). It can also be applied over painted 

surfaces. EcoLine® 3690 has no VOCs and is temperature stable up to 180 °F (82 °C). It protects multiple 

metal types: 

• Carbon Steel 

• Silver 

• Cast Iron 

• Stainless Steel 

• Copper 

• Magnesium 

• Aluminum 

Learn more about EcoLine® 3690 Oil Based Temporary Coating here: 

https://www.cortecvci.com/Publications/PDS/EcoLine_3690(NEW).pdf 

 

Learn more about Cortec’s innovative Coating solutions here: 

https://www.corteccoatings.com/ 

*For more information about the BioPreferred® Program: https://www.biopreferred.gov 



 

 

 

Need a High-Resolution Photo?  Visit: www.cortecadvertising.com 
Cortec® Corporation is the global leader in innovative, environmentally responsible VpCI® and MCI® corrosion control 

technologies for Packaging, Metalworking, Construction, Electronics, Water Treatment, Oil & Gas, and other industries.  Our 

relentless dedication to sustainability, quality, service, and support is unmatched in the industry. Headquartered in St. Paul, 

Minnesota, Cortec® manufactures over 400 products distributed worldwide.  ISO 9001, ISO 14001:2004, & ISO 17025 

Certified.  

Cortec Website: http://www.cortecvci.com Phone: 1-800-426-7832   FAX: (651) 429-1122 


