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Cortec® Corporation is the global leader in innovative, environmentally responsible 
VpCI® and MCI® corrosion control technologies for the Packaging, Metalworking, 
Construction, Electronics, Water Treatment, Oil & Gas, and other industries.  
Headquartered in St. Paul, Minnesota, Cortec® manufactures over 400 products 
distributed worldwide.  ISO 9001 and ISO 14001 Certified, and ISO 17025 
Accredited.

An informative white paper published by the World Corrosion Organization (WCO) on the “Global Needs for 
Knowledge Dissemination, Research, and Development in Materials Deterioration and Corrosion Control” 
explains why spreading corrosion awareness, best practices, and standards are such important efforts globally. The 
paper, written by corrosion experts and published in 2009, continues to be a helpful resource for understanding the 
seriousness of the global corrosion problem.

Based on various studies, the annual direct cost of corrosion worldwide is estimated to be more than $1.8 trillion 
(about 3-4% of the GDP of industrialized countries). While the paper notes that corrosion costs can never be fully 
eliminated, it reports that “optimum corrosion management practices” could save an estimated 25-30% of annual 
corrosion costs.

However, the impact of corrosion extends far beyond potential monetary losses. By encouraging better corrosion 
management, the WCO is seeking a “payoff [that] includes increased public safety, reliable performance, maximized 
asset life, environmental protection, and more cost-effective operations in the long run.” These corrosion losses 
or payoffs touch many aspects of the global economy, as discussed in the paper:

• Nutrition and Health (e.g., water quality)
• Energy Production and Storage
• Transportation
• Production Technologies
• Cultural Heritage
• Infrastructure
• Raw Materials

While capabilities for better corrosion control exist, WCO says there is a lack of understanding among decision 
makers about the seriousness of the problem and the need for ongoing corrosion control research. Due to the 
deficiency of corrosion knowledge, WCO therefore encourages more formal education on corrosion, more 
knowledge dissemination, and more R&D: “It is the intention of this study to demonstrate with several examples 
that future technological challenges can only be met by immense R&D efforts worldwide in the fields of materials, 
surface protection, corrosion control, and condition-based monitoring.”

As the global leader in innovative VpCI® and MCI® Technology, Cortec® heartily agrees with the importance of 
continuing to invest in R&D to find practical, cost-effective, and environmentally friendly corrosion solutions. 
Cortec® also encourages its customers to take advantage of this informative paper to gain a better understanding 
of the many corrosion needs waiting to be addressed around the globe.
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