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Cortec® Corporation is the global leader in innovative, environmentally responsible VpCI® 
and MCI® corrosion control technologies for the Packaging, Metalworking, Construction, 
Electronics, Water Treatment, Oil & Gas, and other industries.  Headquartered in St. Paul, 
Minnesota, Cortec® manufactures over 400 products distributed worldwide.  ISO 9001 
and ISO 14001 Certified, and ISO 17025 Accredited.

A primer is a great addition to any coatings system wherever 
time and budgets allow. When it comes to painting metal, 
Cortec® VpCI® primers are a great choice for coating adhe-
sion and corrosion protection.

VpCI® Primers and Adhesion
One of the main purposes of a primer is to get good adhe-
sion so the final topcoat sticks firmly to the surface below. 
While most Cortec® Coatings can be applied direct-to-metal, 
applying one or two coats of primer first makes the system 
even stronger. VpCI®-375 is a fast-drying thixotropic coating 
that can be used as a base layer on carbon steel and copper. 
Other metals such as aluminum, stainless steel, and galva-
nized steel are more difficult for coatings to adhere to and 
should be primed with VpCI®-373 wash primer to help subse-
quent primer/topcoat layers stick to the metal.

VpCI® Primers and Corrosion Protection
Another important reason for using VpCI® primers is corro-
sion protection. While other metal primers could theoreti-
cally be used with a VpCI® topcoat, it would not allow the 
VpCI® corrosion inhibitors to have direct access to the metal 
surface. Using a VpCI® primer gets Cortec® corrosion inhibi-
tors as close to the metal surface as possible and is therefore 
an ideal foundation to a Cortec® Coatings system.

Get VpCI® Directly to the Surface
Cortec® Coatings offer the flexibility of choosing the conve-
nience of a one-coat water-based system or the enhanced 
protection of a multi-coat VpCI® primer/topcoat system. 
Whenever time and budget allow, go for the best protection 
by getting VpCI® primer directly to the surface. Contact Cor-
tec® for specific project recommendations.
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Why Use Cortec® VpCI® Primers?
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