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NEWS ALERTS:

Cortec® Corporation has developed several 
families of certified compostable film 
technologies, including Eco Works® and Eco-
Corr Film® that are certified commercially 
compostable per ASTM D 6400 and EN 13432 
by BPI and Din Certco.   

More...

OXO Additives Create More Problems Than They 
Solve
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Cortec  Corporation is a world leader in innovative, envionmentally responsible VpCI  and MCI  corrosion control 
technologies for the Packaging, Metalworking, Construction, Electronics, Water Treatment, Oil & Gas, and other industries.  
Headquartered in St. Paul, Minnesota, Cortec  manufactures over 400 products distributed worldwide.  ISO 9001 & ISO 
14001:2004 Certified.
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Cortec® Corporation has developed several families of certified compostable film technologies, including Eco 
Works® and Eco-Corr Film® that are certified commercially compostable per ASTM D 6400 and EN 13432 
by BPI and Din Certco.  All films that Cortec® manufactures as ‘biodegradable’ meets these international 
specifications and go through rigorous 3rd party reviews prior to launching.  These Cortec® films are viable 
solutions for waste diversion goals of communities that want to remove as much material from landfills and 
incinerators as possible.  The latest generations from Cortec® also include renewable content that further 
improves the sustainability of Cortec’s bioplastic options. 

Older technology, marketed as “oxo-degradable”, where chemicals are added to traditional plastics in an 
attempt to break them into smaller pieces, has been around since the mid 1980s.  The following article from 
ICIS Chemical Business attests, there are several concerns with these oxo-degradable technologies.

Oxo Additives Create More Problems Than 
They Solve

22 June 2009 00:00  [Source: ICB]

The use of OXO degradable additives will not help Europe move towards sustainable recycling of plastics, 

according to the trade group representing 80% of recycling capacity

OXO ADDITIVES WILL NOT HELP EUROPE'S RECYCLING

Europe is leading the market in terms of sustainable development, thanks to the abundance of European 

legislation aiming to protect the environment.

The European Treaty of Lisbon goes even further: it lays down that the EU should aim to "improve the 

quality of the environment" and not just protect it. New technologies are the one way to achieve that 

objective. But some technologies bring more drawbacks than advantages for certain uses. This is the case 

for the OXO degradable additives used in plastics for several reasons.

Firstly, plastics are like an energy bank. Once the energy is stored by a polymerization, one can transform 

this energy into stable products. Depending on the product cycle, the waste produced can be mechanically 

recycled or recovered to recuperate the enclosed energy.

Therefore, in both cases the plastic has an energy value. But the use of OXO degradable additives will 

completely destroy the stored energy of the material.
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CorrTainer™ Brand of 
Coated Corrugated Boxes
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Cortec® has spent 30 years testing 
products to ensure reliable results 
within the packaging industry.  
The findings show that Cortec® 
products come out on top when it 
comes to corrosion protection, cost 
effectiveness, and environmental 
responsibility.  CorrTainer™ is no 
exception....   

http://www.cortecvci.com/Publications/Spotlight/CorrTainer.pdf
http://www.cortecvci.com/whats_new/pdfs/OXOAdditives.pdf
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